BPW Port Moresby and BPW Australia Education Fund Project

Club Toolkit

Notes to accompany PowerPoint presentation

The following would make a great 3 minute accompaniment to the PowerPoint slideshow. This could be shown prior to playing the video, at a separate meeting, or as a follow up for your members from Division Conference 2010.

Slide 1:

I would like to take this opportunity to explain a little about a very special project in Papua New Guinea that we are supporting.

Papua New Guinea is a nation just north of Australia that has been independent since 1975. Sadly, the rate of poverty is escalating and in a country without social security, unemployed families have no way of affording school fees – so when things get tight it’s usually the girls that are forced to abandon their education first. 

Slide 2:

In Papua New Guinea we have a club called BPW Port Moresby, whose members have determined their purpose is to support the education and empowerment of women. They do this through assisting young women and girls with scholarships for their education fees; by imparting life and employability skills through workshops for their scholarship recipients; running a mentoring program; and, most recently, assisting women in business.

Slide 3:

At our 2008 BPW Division Conference the BPW Port Moresby scholarship program came to the attention of our National President, Marilyn Forsythe. To raise the awareness of this program and facilitate support from BPW clubs Australia-wide Marilyn created the BPW Port Moresby & BPW Australia Education Fund.  

Slide 4:

So, at the 2010 Division Conference, instead of buying gifts for our wonderful guest speakers we presented them with a certificate – acknowledging their tremendous efforts and contribution to our day – and on that certificate it told them that a donation would be made on their behalf to the “BPW Port Moresby and BPW Australia Education Fund”. The funds for these speakers gifts were donated by individual BPW WA clubs. 

Slide 5:

We realise some members have other projects they promote, including international ones like the Nursing Scholarships in La Paz, Mexico. But here is another worthwhile project, being run by BPW women, right here in our region, right on our doorstep in Papua New Guinea.

I would like to invite our members to support this project by approving either a significant one-off donation or by embracing it as an ongoing project within our club. 

Slide 6:

A Toolkit was developed for clubs and distributed at Division Conference. It includes this video, PowerPoint presentation, templates for press releases, bookmarks for our members and much more. 

[if showing the video]

Now I hope you will be inspired, as I have been, by the way BPW members have been able to make a positive difference and take action to empower women… [play video] 
